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f (2) ; 
Rom. xlii. 4. | 
He is the Miniſter of G O D, to thee for Good. 


is to teach the Duty of Subjects, and to preſs the Practice thereof 
Thi Duty in general he declarts to be Subject im; that is, 
both Submiſſion to the Authority of their Governours, and Obedience to 
their Laws; Ver. 1. Let every Soul be ſabject unto the Higher Powers. 
And the Reaſons or Motives whereby in that, and in the following Verſe, 
he enforces this Duty are chiefly Tyo; ( both which are alſo intimated in 
the Text) Viz. 1. The Divine Inſtitution of Magiſtracy ; He is the Mi- 
niſter of God ; and, 2. The gracious Deſign of its Inſtitution; for Good; 
He is the Miniſter of God, to thee for Good, Both which Points I ſhall 
therefore now in Order ſpeak to; and the Conſideration of them both 
may ſerve as well to ſuggeſt to the Magiſtrate his Duty, as to bind Sub- 
jets to theirs; and likewiſe for ſeveral other good Purpoſes, ſome of 
which I ſhall note as I go along. | 

I. One thing here declar'd, is the Divine Inſtitution of Magiſtracy; 
He is the Minifer of God; which Words do import Two Things; 1. That 
it is of God, or by Divine Appointment, that ſome do bear Rule over o- 
thers; And, 2. That the Authority exercis'd by the Magiſtrate is a Ray 
or Portion of the Divine Authority, communicated to him, and entruſted 
with him by Gcd, Fx 8 

I, That it is of God, or by Divine Appointment, that ſome do bear 
Rule over others, 

I do not ſay that the particular Form of Government is, in every Na- 
tion, ſpecially preſcribed by God, I ſee no Reaſon to affirm that it was 
always ſo even in Frdea it ſelf; and much leſs that it has been ordinarily 
ſo, in any other Nation. | 

Neither do I ſay that the Perſon bearing the Office of Magiſtracy is 
always of Divine Deſignation and Appointment ; or that he is nominated 
to his Office by God; and that no Perſon, not fo deſign d or nominated, 
may lawfully bear it. For the Titles and Claims to Government have been 
various; Of ſeveral of the Fewiſþ Judges and Kings the Title was indeed 
ſuch a ſpecial Divine Appointment ; But of the firſt Kings that ever were 
in the World, the Title was, moſt probably, only their Paternal Right to 
rule and govern their own Children and Deſcendants, And in other 
Countries, and in latter Times, of ſome the Title has been Election, and 
of others Hereditary Succeſſion : And of all the Kings now reigning in 
the World, and claiming to do fo by Hereditary Succeſſion, there is not 
perhaps auy Ove whoſe Title was not originally founded in Election of 
Conqueſt, *Tis moſt reaſonable therefore now that in every Place that 


Da 4 H E main Deſign of the Apoſtle in the firſt half of this Chapte 


Mould be takea to be the moſt rightful Government which is eſtabliſh'd; 
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the Powers that be are ordained f God, and that the beft 7 itle to Go- 
yernment which has prevail'd by Preſcription, or is ſetled by the Conſti- 
tution: And whoever in any Place, ſhould now ſet up himſelf upon any 


other Title, would be but a Diſturber of the Peace of the World \ wank 


be the Author of much Confuſion, and might juſtly be treated as an 
Enemy to his Country. | 
I do not, I ſay therefore, affirm either that the Form of Government 
in every Place, is, or ought to be, of Divine Preſcription ; or that the 
Perſon exerciſing the ſame is always of Divine Deſignation, any otherwiſe 
than as all Changes and Revolutions in Government are brought about by 
the Working or Permiſſion or the Divine Providence : In which Senſe the 
Pſalmiſt ſays, that God i the Judge, he putteth down One, and ſetteth 
uþ anot her; Pf. 75. 7. and the Prophet Daniel, that the moſt. High ruleth 
in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to whomſoever he will; and that 
he removeth Kings and ſetteth up King,: Dan, 4. 17. 2. 22. and the Pro- 
phet Jeremy, that God had given (among other Lands) the Land of 
Judea into the Hand of Nebuchaduezar the King of Babylon his Servant, 
Jer. 26. 6. becauſe in his Providence he had permitted him, tho' without 
any juſt Title thereto, to make a Conqueſt thereof, | 
But whatever the Form of Government be, that, whether by Divine 
Appointment, or by Conſent or Conſtitution, is receiv'd and eſtabliſhed 
in any Country; and whether the Perſon who has the Adminiftration of 
the ſame be (in any other Senſe than only Providentially) of Divine De- 
ſignat ion, or not; what I ſay, and affirm, is, that the Government it 
ſelf, which he exerciſes and adminiſters, is of Divine Inſtitution ; that is, 
that it is the Will of God that ſome ſhould bear Rule, and chat others 
ſhould be in Subjection; and that they which bear Rule ſhould enact 
Laws for the Preſervation of Juſtice and Peace among their Subjects, and 
duly execute the Laws made for that Purpoſe : In which Two Things, 
the whole Power and Exerciſe of Sovereignty do conſiſt. 
And that Magiſtracy it ſelf is thus of Divine Inſtitution, is the leaſt, I 
think, that can be underſtood to be meant in thoſe Words of Solomon, 
Prov, 8. 15, By me Kings reign, and Princes decree Fuſtice; Or by 
thoſe of the Apoſtle at the firſt Verſe of this Chapter; There id no Power 
but of God ; the Powers that be are ordained of God, Or by St. Peter, 
1 Epiſt. 2. 13. Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man, for the 
Lord's ſake, whether it be to the King, as ſupreme, or unto Governours, 
a umo t hem that are ſent by him, for the Puniſhment of Evil Doers, and 
for the Praiſe of them that do well, But, | . | 
l. When the Magiſtrate is called here the Miniſter of God; the Mean- 
ing, 1 ſuppoſe, is, more than this, viz. not only that the Office ic ſelf 
is by Divine Appointment or Inſtitution; but alſo, that the Authority 
by which the Magiſtrate acts, and the Power which he exerciſes in the 
Execution of his Office, is a Ray or Portion of the Divine Authority and 
Power, deriy'd to him from, and communicated to him, by, God, — _ 
For the Apoſtle here ſays, He is a Miniſter, that is, à Servant 3 es 15 
A 2 ervant 
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gervant to another, then, plainly, not his own Maſter ; and if not Ma- 
ſter of himſelf, much leſs can he be, in his own Right, Maſter of ano- 
ther. The Authority therefore by which he acts, the Power which he ex- 
erciſcs in the Government of his Subjects are not, properly, his own, are 
not natural or eſſential to his Pcrſon, are not inherently in himſelf ; but 
muſt be deriv'd to him from that Superior Being who has Authority over 
both him and his Subjects; who can Commiſſion him to bear Rule over 
them, and can lay it as a Duty upon them to be Subject to him, 

And ſo it follows in the Text; He is the Miniſter (or the Servant) 
of God, And it muſt needs be ſo ; It he be any Body's Servant, it muſt 
be God's; For *twould be abſurd to ſay, that he is heir Servant over 
whom he bears Rule ; becauſe that would be in Effect to ſay, that it is 
all one to command, and to obey ; to have Power over, and to be ſub. 
ject to. 

f do not indeed deny but that, according to the Oonſtitution of ſome 
Countries, the Magiſtrate, even the Higheſt Magiſtrate of all, may be 
choſen to his Office by the People. Tis plainly ſo in all Elective King- 
doms, where the Supreme humane Power is plac'd in One nominated had 
no more Right to it than any other Man, and who ( according to the 
Conſtitution of the Country) could not lawfully have been put into the 
Poſſeſſion of it any other way: But nevertheleſs I ſay, that even in this 
Caſe, tho' the People name the Perſon, they don't give him his Autho- 
ricy ; They chuſe the Officer, but when that's done, he is God's Officer 
nor theirs ; He is the Miniſter of God. not the Servant of the People; 
He has his Commiſſion and Authority from God, tho? he had his Nomi- 
nation trom them, And if it be the Sovereign Power of all which ac- 
cording to the Conſtitution, he is, by Vertue of ſuch Election, choſen to, 
being poſſeſs d of that, he has no Superior but God; he has none above 
tim upon Earth, to queſtion, cenſure or puniſh him; and whoſoever 
reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God. 

And in this there is no Incongruity or Abſurdity at all ; It ſhould not 
therefore, methinks, be ſo ſtrange ro any, as ſome ſeem to think it; 
that the Sovereign Power upon Earth ſhould be ſubject only to God, and 
not be accountable to the People; not even altho' he became at firſt poſ- 
ſc{s'd of ſuch Power only by their Suffrage, or by their voluntary Accep- 
tance of him; and much leſs if he came to it by any other Title: Eſpe- 
cially , there being Inſtances of the like Nature continually before pur 
Eyes; I. mean, wherein the Officer has his Nomination from One, gnd 
reccives his Authority from another ; and his accountable for the Exer- 
ciſe of his Power, not to thoſe that choſe him, but to ſome Power St» 
perior both to him and them, from whom, after he was choſen, he had 
his Authority to act. 

For thus it is with us, in all Corporations that have Charters, and, 
it may be, in ſome others ; they are empower'd by their Charters, or 
claim by Preſcription to chuſe their own Major, or other chief Magiſtrate 
but when he is choſen, tis from the Q U E E N, that he has his Au- 


thority; 


1 

thority ; and after he is plac d in his Office, he is not their Servant that 
choſe him, but their Go vernour. And in Caſe he ſhould miſ- behave him- 
felf in his Office; he is not accountable to thoſe that choſe him to ir, 
but to the QU E E N, by whoſe Commiſſion he acted in it. They 
indeed may complain of him, or bear witneſs againſt him; but it be- 
longs to that Superior Power (Superior both to him and them) from 
whom he had his Authority, to judge, whether he did miſ-behave him- 
ſelf or dot; and, if he did, to inflict on him a proper Puniſhment, 

Nay this was in Truth the very Caſe of the Roman Emperors, in the 
Apoſtolical Times; They were: choſen Emperors by the Army, or the 
Senate; but the Dignity they were choſen to was Imperial; their Power, 
conſequently, was Sovereign, And therefore, To them, as inveſted with 
ſuch Authority, the Apoſtle, here in this Chapter, declares it to be the 
Duty of every other Perſon, (not excepting the Electors themſelves ) to 
be ſubject; (Ver. 1.) Let every Soul be Subject to the Higher Powers. 
Of them, in Poſſeſſion of the Imperial Dignity, he ſpeaks, when he ſays, 
(Yer. 2.) There is #0 Power but of God; the Powers thas be are or- 
dained of God, Againſt them, being inveſted with Sovereign Authority, 
he declares it to be unlawful for the Subjects to make Reſiſtance, and de- 
nounces Damnation to ſuch as dare todo it. With Regard to them, 
for it muſt have been with a ſpecial Regard to the Emperor then reign- 


jag, whether it was Claudius or Nero, both of them very bad ones.) He 


fays, Whoſoever reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God; And, 
laſtly, 'twas of one of them, that he ſays here in the Text, He # the 
Mini ſter of God; that is, he acts by a Divine Commiſſion ; and the Po- 
ver which he regularly exerciſes is delegated to him by God. 

And it muſt needs be fo, The ſupreme Magiſtrate muſt have his Power 
fa God; becauſe he can have it no other Way; Fo that it is not ori- 


inally and eſſentially in himſelf, has been already ſhewn ; and that he 


an't have it from the People is evident, becauſe it is ſuch a Power as 
the People never had, nor could have; and what they have not thema 
ſaves, they can't give to another. | 
For Inſtaace: The Supreme Magiſtrate has (by the Conſent of all V 
the Power of Life and Death; He bears the Sword, the Apeſile here ſay 3. 
(Yer. 4.) and he bears it, he farther ſays, not in vain ; He may there- 
fore warrantably make uſe of ir, as there is Occaſion, to cur off Evil, 
Doers : But now I ſay this Power can't be given to him by the People, 
dcauſe *ris what they themſelves have not. For no Man, as. a private 
Man, has Power over his Brother's Life; but he would be a. Murderas, 
ſhonld he, of his own Head, kill even a Malefactor: Nay, no Man has. 
Power over his own Life, not even in thoſe Caſes wherein the Magiſtrate 
(by the Allowance of all.) has Power over it: For a private Man would, 
be Felo de ſe, ſhould: he, tho immediately after he had Murder'd. another, 


and for that very Reaſon too, kill himſelf; And yet when this Crime, 
bis having Murder'd another, is confeſs d in Court, or fully prov'd a- 


zuaſt him before the Magiſtrate, it may. with much better R2aſon be. 


A. 3. | doubted: 
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(6) | 
doubted whether the Magiſtrate can lawfully pardon him, ( God himſelf 
having ſaid, whoſo ſheddeth Man's Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed ) 
Gen. 9. 6, than whether he may lawfully condema him to ſuffer rhe 
Death he has deſerved. | ; 

And as this Authority could not be granted to Magiſtrates, by fingle 
Men (no man fingly having Power over his own or another s Life, ) ſo 
© neither could it be granted by the Community: For how ſhould they, in 
a dy or as in Company, come to have a greater Power, than Was a- 
mong ihem all while they were ſingle ? 

Bede: ; This Poſition, that the Sovereign Power . the Supreme Ma- 
giſtrate is der: wed to him from the Aggregate Body of the People, as by 
their Grant or Conceſſion ; as it is directly coutrary to what che Apoſtle 
her? affirms, Viz That there is uno Power but of God; ſo it is plainly 
ground. d upon a Suppolition that is falſe in Fact; Vix. that there were a 
great Number of Men living together upon the Earth before the firſt In- 
ſtitu ion of Civil Government; which whole Multitude had then by Nas 
tural Righr, the ſame Power over fingle Men, which is now exercis d by 
the Mag iſt rate. ; 

is ind ed might poſſibly have been true, in Caſe this Multitude had 
ſpruog together out of the Earth; of if they had been all Created by God 
at one and the ſime Time: Bur it can't be true upon Suppoſition that 
they all deſcended from the ſame firſt Parents, Adam and Eve; for it 


being ſo, no Man, except only the firſt Man of all, ever came into the 


World, but he w s naturally, at the very inſtant of his Birth, in a State ef 
Suh jection to ſome other Men: No Man, fince the firſt, was ever, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, Free-born. For in his Natural Capacity, he was born 3 
Subject to his own Parents, and in his Political Capacity to the King, or 
other Chief Governour of that Kingdom or State of which, at his Birth 
he became a Member. The People could not therefore give to any Man tha 
Authority over either themſelves or others which they themſelves neve 
had; They could not give to another what was not their own to give; they 
could not give to one Man what another Man was then in the Lawful Polo 
ſeiſion of, Thus, I hope, it appears, that Government is of Divine Inſi- 
rution, and that the Authority of thoſe that are plac'd in Government 
is trom Gd; Both which I ſuppoſe, were meant by the Apoſtle, in theſe 
Words, He # the Mmiſter of God. | 5 
And fram this Truth, theſe following Things may fairly be inferr'd. 
1. Thar it ought to be a main Part of the Magiſtrate's Care ( indeed his 
chiefeſt Care of all) ro promote the Honour of God, whoſe Minifter he i. 
Should I go about to declare, How, or, by what Means he may beſt do 
this, I might be thought perhaps ro touch too nearly upon Politicks 
and therefore I wholly forbear that. But I hope it may paſs for good 
Divinity, and nothing more, to ſay in general, that the Magiſtrate, e- 
ven the Sovereign Power of al), being a Subject of God, being (as the 
Apoſtle here ſays) the Miniſter, or the Servant, of God, being put in 
Truſt by God, aud acting in whatever he does, as a Magiſtrate, in God's 
| | r 
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| Name, and by his Commiſſion, L2g in the whole Adminiſtration of 
his High Office, to have an Eye to God's Glory, and conſequently to pro- 
vide, the beſt he can, by wholſome Laws, and a due and prudent Execu= 
tion of them, for the perpetual Eſtabliſhment of the true Religion, and 

for the well InſtruQing of all his Subjects therein; for the Enconragement 


n of Piety and Vertue, and for the effectual Suppreſſion of all Prophaneneſs, 
Vice and Immorality. For ef the King, as Supreme, as well as of ſub- 


ordinate Gaverxours and Magiſtrates, the ApofIle ſays, that they are ſent 
by God, for the Puniſpment of Evil Doers, and for the Praiſe of them 
that do well, 1 Pet. 2. 14. a 

i 2. If the Magiſtrate be the Miniſter, or the Servant of God, then He 
}. Was well as his People, is ſubje to another Power, even to the Great God 
He of Heaven and Earth, by whom Kings reign, and who is King of Kings,and 
ly Lord of Lords. Prov, 8. 15. 1 Tim. 6, 15. Then He, no leſs than they 


* muſt, expect to be call d to Account for all the Talents his Great Maſter 
wa. was pleas'd to entruſt bim with ; And that he may be able to give a com- 


ortable Account thereot, it ought to be his Endeavour (as tis moſt cer- 
rainly his Duty) to employ all his Authority and Poyer for thoſe good 
Purpoſes for which they were given to him by God, that is, to protect 
us Subjects from Violence and Injury, to maintain Religion and Juſtice, 
and to preſerve Peace among Men. 
For altho' he be not (the Higheſt Power of all moſt certainly is not) 
xccountable to any upon Earth; becauſe there is none upon Earth Su- 
perior to him; (and none can be accountable for what they do to any 
but to ſuch as have Power over them, to queſtion, to control, to puniſh 
hem) yet, with Regard to God, he is upon the ſame Level with the 
meaneſt of his Subjects; He is under the ſame Obligation in Duty, (He 
s under a ſtronger Obligation in Gratitude ) to behave himſelf well in 5 


rim NPration, that they are under to do the ſame. in theirs ; and therefore, if 
tha Ie be failing in what is requir'd of him, mult look for no more Mercy 
eve rom God, the righteous Judge of all, than will be afforded to others of 
they Wiferior Rank that are alike guilty, 

8 ” By this Argument the Apoſtle exhorts Maſters to diſcharge faithfully the. 
ulli 


Duties that are laid upon them, with Relation to their Servants; Eph. 6. 
N Maſters, do tho ſame things unto your Servants—uowing that 
theſe Nur Maſter alſo is in Heaven, neither is there Reſpect of Perſons with. 
[Wir And his, Argument is of the ſame Force to engage all other Supe- 
ors to the like Care; tor as the Maſter has a Maſter in Heaven, ſo has 
ed his he Judge a Judge, the Ruler a Ruler, the King himſelf a King. And 
| as we are told in Fob 34. 19.) God accepteth not the Perſons of 
eſt do princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the Poor; for they are all the. 
ticks ; Work of his Hands, Therefore take Heed what ye do, ſaid Jehoſaphat, in, 
good is Charge to his Judges, for ye judge not for Man but for the Lord — 
te, & nd there is no iniquity with the Lord our God, nor Reſpecłt of Per ſous. 
as the Chron. 19. 6, 7. 
put ia 3. If the Magiſtrate be de Miniſter of God acting by his Commiſſion, | 
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8 | 
and exerciſing a delegated „ * him, then it muſt needs be 
the Duty of Subjects, (a Branch of that Duty which they owe to God 
himſelf) to yied Obedience to all thoſe Laws and Conſtitutions of their 
earthly Governours, which they, not exceeding the Powers granted them 
by their Commiſſion, (hall in their Wiſdom think fit to enact, for the 
Preſervation of Juſtice, and Peace, and good Order among their Subjects; 
that is, they are to obey them in whatſoever they command that is not 
contrary to the divine Law ; For I know ns other Bounds or Reſtraints ſer 
to the Sovereiga Magiſtrate's Authority, but that. If indeed He commands 
what God has forbidden, or forbids what God has commanded, he rakes 
upon him to do more than he has Authority for ; and in that Caſe, we 
ought to obey God rather than Men: Acts 5, 29. But in all other Caſes, 
the Laws of the State are to be punctually obey, tho? we ſee not the 
Reaſon of them; nay tho they ſhould appear to us not fo well conſulted, 
nor ſo prudently contrived as they might have been ; And this, nor only 
to eſcape the Penalty of the Law, but alſo out of Conſcience towards 
God. Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of” Man, for the Lord' 
ſake, ſays St. Peter: And ye muſt needs be ſubject, not only for Wrath, 
but alſo for Conſcience ſake, 1 Pet. 2. 13. ſays our Apoſtle, at the 5th 
Verſe of this Chapter. And upon this Ground it is, that in Tit. 3. 1, 
he lays it as a Duty upon all Preachers of the Goſpel to be very earneſt 
and frequent in preſſing this Point upon their Hearers. Put them in 
Mind, ſays he, #0 be ſubjef# to Principalities and Powers, and to oby 

Magiſtrates. RE IY.-- | 
Nay tho' the Laws of our Earthly Governours ſhould, in fome In- 
ances, be contrary to the Divine Laws (upon which Suppoſition the Ma: 
giſtrate does certainly exceed the Bounds of his Commiſſion) yet this 
does not void their Authority; They are the Miniſters of God for all this; 
or elſe there were none that were ſo, there were none that. could be call 
. To, when the Apoſtle wrote this Ep:file ; And there is a Duty lying on Sub- 
eas, even in rhis Caſe; wiz. not to oppoſe, nor to reſiſt the Power; but 
quietly and patiently to ſuffer the Penalty of thoſe Laws which they can't, 
without Sinning againſt God, yield an active Obedience to. Whoſoevor v. 
fiſterh the Power, refifteth the Ordinance of God, ſays our Apoſtle, and thy 
that reſiſ ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation, And, this ſays ar- 
other Spoſtle, is thank: worthy, if a Man for Conſcience towards God, e. 
dure Grief, ſuffering wrongfully. 1 Pet. 2. 19. ; | 
4. Laſtly ; If the Civil Magiſtrate be the Miniſter of God, that 
is, If he acts by a Divine Commiſſion, and all the Authority he has over 
others be derived from God; then even his Authority, tho' he be the 
higheſt of all carthly Powers, is not abſolute and unlimited; then he caq 
act with Authority, no farther, nor otherwiſe, than as he is warranted 
to do by his Commiſſion; And then alſo, the ſame God, the Sovereig! 
Lord of all, who has granted him a Commiſſion for one Purpoſe, wi 


grant another Commiſſion to another Perſon, for another Purpoſe. 
* 1 mean plainly this; ( which is not only a Suppoſition of what wigh 
x MBA AY R * 1 e | 
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be, but is alſo true in Fact) God 12 given the Civil Magiſtrate Com- 
miſſion and Authority to govern wel! all che People committed to his 
Charge, to enaQ and execute all needtul La tur the Preſervation of Ju- 
ſtice and Peace among bis Subjects; nay aud to him alſo appertains to 
provide ſor the Eſtabliſnment of the true Kcligion, and for the regular 
Excrciſe thereof; and God has alſo arm'd him with the Power of the 
Sword, to cut off Evil Docrs of all Sorts ; that is, not only thoſe who 
invade the Civil Righrs of otheas, but likewiſe ſuch as ##r7 Religion into 
Rebellion, and Fu into Faction; And from Subjection to this Authori- 
ty of the Civil Magiſtrate, or Supreme Legiſlative Power, no Order of 
Men whatſoever is exempt : He is Supreme in all Cauſes, and over all 
Perſons , Let every Soul, ſays the Apoſtle, be ſubj- to the Higher Powers, 
But it is not within the Commiſſion of the Civil Magiſtrate, as ſuch, to 
Baptize, to Preach the Goſpel, to ſerve at the Altar, to Excommunicate, 
to Abſolve, and to Miniſter in holy things, The Powcr of Performing 
theſe ſacred Offices is granted by another Commiſſion, and to another 
Order of Men; and they have their Authority to do thefe things as im- 
mediately from God, as the Civil Magiſtrate has his. For it was not to 
the Civil Magiſtrate, but to chem that our Saviour ſaid, Go ye into all 
the World, and preach the Goſpel to every Creature; Mar, 16. 15. 
"Twas to them, (that is, only to his Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors in 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel by lawfal Ordination) that he ſaid, Go, and 
Diſciple all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; teaching them to obſerve all things what- 
2 I have commanded you ; and lo I am with you alma), e ven unto the 

nd of the World, Mat. 28. 19, 10. 'Twas to chem that he gave in Com- 
mand to do, after his Deceaſe, and to continue to do until his ſecond 
Coming,what he himſelf had juſt then before done,when He rook Bread and 
bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it to the Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, eat, 
thu is my Body; and when he took the Cup, and gave thanks, and gave it 
to them, ſaying, Drink ye. all of it ; for thu 1 my Blood of the New 
Teftament, which is ſhed for many for the Remiſſion of Sins. Mat. 22. 
26,27, 28. And laſtly, twas to them that he ſaid, 4s my Father hath ſent 
me, even ſo ſent I you ; whoſe ſoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted 
unto them, and whoſe ſoe ver Sins ye retain they are retained. John 20. 
$1, 43. | 8 - 

Well, but what if the Civil Magiſtrate will cake upon him to do theſe 
things in Perſon ? Or what if he ſhould preſume, by bis own Authority 
only, to command or Commiſſion others, not qualified by lawful Ordi- 
nation, to do them ? | fs 
I anſwer, He may do ſo, if he will; for who ſhould hinder him? But 
what he does of this Kind, being done without ſufficient Authority, mutt 
certainly be done withour Effet. He may do ſo, if he will, and if he = 
does fo be the Supreme Magiſtrate of all, there is no Power upon Earth 
tha 1 know of to correct or puniſh him for his Fault; But He tha us 
higher than the higheſt :egardeth , and thera be higher ban — 


100) 
Kcal. 5. 8. There is certainly a Power above that both can and will puniſh 
Offenders, tho they be of the higheſt Rank, and mighty Men ſpall b; 
mightily tormented, _ | ; 
' He may therefore, if he pleaſes, ſay to the Prieſts, as Corah and his 
Company did to Moſes and Aaron, Te take too much upon you, | ſeeing all 
the Congregation are holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among 
x them ; wherefore then lift ye up your ſelves above the Congregation of 
the Lord? Num. 16. 3. Or he may, as King Saul did, uſurp the Prieſf; 
Office, when (after a long waiting for Samuel to no Purpoſe) he him. 
ſelf Offer d 4 Burnt - Offering, 1 Sam. 13. 9. thinking himſelf, ( has he 
faid ) under a Sort of Neceſſity of Deing it, becauſe of his preſent Di- 
ſtreſs; and as was done by King Uzz:iah afterwards, when he went into 
the Temple of the Lord, to burn Incenſe upon the Altar of Incenſe, 2 
Chron, 26. 16. Or laſtly, He may do as King Jeroboam did, who made 
or conſecrated by his own Authority only, Prieſts of the loweſt of the 
People, which were not of the Sons of Levi; 1 Kings 12, 31. 13. 33, 
But I'm ſure, if he believes the Truth of thoſe Hiſtories, he'll have but 
little Encouragement to follow thoſe Examples; Eſpecially, if he conſiders 
' Farther, that all that do the like things, are guilty before God of the 
like Fault, tho' they main't be always alike puniſh'd for it in this World, 
The Magiſtrate then has his Authority from God, He is the Miniſter 
of God; and ſo have likewiſe the Diſpenſers of his Holy Word and Sa- 
craments ; They, as to the Spiritual Powers which they are entruſted 
with, are not the Servants of the State, but the Miniſter of 7eſus 
Chri ft. | 
| __ is therefore no ſuch Abſurdity as ſome would make us believe, 
in Two diſtinct Powers, within the ſame State or Nation, ſo much inde- 
pendent on each other as theſe are ſuppos'd to be. Neither, methinks, 
ſhould the Notion of it in this Caſe ſeem at all ſtrange or uncouth, 
when tis ne more than we ſee every Day in other Inſtances, For do not 
the Mayors or other Chief Magiſtrates, in every City and Corporation 
within this Kingdom, act, all alike, by Commiſſion from the QUE E N, 
as Sovereign over all, without deriving any Authority from one ano- 
ther ? And within the ſame City, does not the ſame Sovereign Power 
grant divers Commiſſions to divers Perſons, for dives Purpoſes ; to e- 
very Ode of which, all the Inhabitants of that City are bound to be in 
Sabjection? And do not all the Perſons ſo Commiſſion'd move and act, 
each in his proper Sphere, without more Dependance on each other than 
the Soyereign is pleas'd to contrive and order ? What more Abſurdity 
then is there, in a King's diſcharging the King's Duty, and a Prieſt's the 
Prieſt's, ſuppoſing that neither of them does receive his Authority from 
the other, but both from Gd. FEET OO oO 
Neither can any ſuch Publick Inconvenience as ſome imagine ( or at 
leaſt would make other People apprehend ) ever follow from the Eſta- 
bliſnment of Two ſuch Independent Powers; upon Suppoſition that 
they bory receive their proper Authority from a Power that is N 


= 


( 1x ) 
o them both, and that they are both ſubje& to his Regulation and Cor- 
ection; provided alſo that both theſe ſubordinate Powers do keep with- 


I his Wn the Bounds of their proper Commiſſions; And if they do not, He, 
> all Wy whoſe Authority they both act, and who is Superior to them both 
100g Naos how to lay the Blame where the Fault lies, and is able to maintain 
n of is own Supreme Authority over them both, For we ſee the ſame thing 
ieft's very Day in other Inſtances; Every City, every Town has its proper 
vim fers, and thoſe of various ſorts, ard to various Purpoſes ; but never- 
s he heleſs, having all of them their Authority from the ſame Sovereign 
Di» {Mower of the State, and every one of them having his proper Buũneſs 
into Iſſign'd him, they all move regularly, every own in his own proper 
„, 2 ohere, without giving one another any manner of Diſturbance. And 
nad: Wherefore ſo likewiſe may the Civil Magiſtrate, and the Miniſter of the 
the Poſpel do, though they have neither of them their Commiſſion from 
33, Hie other, but both from God: Nay, fo they mult do, if they both act 
but {Within the Bounds of their reſpective Commiſſions ; for their Commiſ- 
ders ions are of different Kinds, and to quite different Purpoſes ; their Bu- 
the Nineſſes do no ways interferes with, or hinder each other, but rather quite 
ld, Itherwiſe. For the Prieſt's Power is no Diminution at all to the King's ; 
ter Nay it rather tends to eſtabliſh it; it being one thing (among others) 


piven him in Charge by God, to put the People in Mind to be ſubject to 
rincipalities and Powers, and to obey — un Tit. 3. 1. And, on 

he other Side, the Kingly Power is no Hindrance at all to the Prieſt in 1 

he Diſcharge his Miniſterial Office; It may be, and it oftentimes is, 

ery helpful and aſſiſtant to him therein; it is always ſo, when accor- 

ling to the Promiſe of God made long ago to his Church, (and which 

e have the Happineſs to ſee verify d among us ( Kings are her Nurſing 

athers, and Queens her Nurſing Mothers, Iſa. 49. 23. | | | 
Well, but what if theſe two Powers ſhould claſh ? would not that f 

de a great Inconvenience ? . | | 

Les moſt certainly; And ſo it would be, in any Kingdom, in any 

State, in any City, if the Subordinare Magiſtrates and Officers, all act- 

ing by the Sovereign's Commiſſion and who had every one their ſe- 


* 


reral Offices aſſign d them, ſhould claſh, or ſhould encroach upon one 
e in another. But the Poſſibility of ſuch an Inconvenience's happening from 
act, MWivch,a Conſtitution, is no Reaſon why Things ſhould not be ſo Con- 
han, ſtituted; becauſe however otherwiſe they were ordered, they would ſtill 


ity be liable to ſome Inconvenience or other, from the irregular Luſts and 
the MW? aſlions of Men; much leſs is it an Argument and Proof, againſt Fact, 
om chat they are not ſo Conſtituted. And in Caſe this ſhould happen, fill 
(as was (aid before) there is a Remedy; for it being ſuppoſed that all 
at Iſche ſubordinate Officers are Subject to one Supreme Power, he will 


ſta- aow where to lay the Blame, and will be able to puniſh the Offen- % 
hat er, whoever he be, that dares to aſſume or exerciſe an Authority that " 
ior Vas not granted him. > LS 

to But let us ſec however, at laſt, what would be the Conſequence, in | 


Caſe 


— 


n 


— 


| (12) 
' Eaſe the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Officer, under God, the Sovereign Lor 
ol all, ſhould claſh or interfere ; or ſhould either of them encroach up. 


on the other; and let us ſee what, in that Caſe, would be to be done ¶ cake: 
by the one, or by the other of them ; or by the People, ſuppoſed to be Supr 
ſubject ro them both. - FERN to pe 

Suppoſc then, Hirſt, that the Pricſt, as ſuch, takes upon him to ad be th 
as a Civil Magiſtrate, What mult be ſaid in this Caſe, is, that moſt cer. I. 
tainly, he's highly to blame for his ſo doing; there being plainly no be a | 
ſoch Power within his Commiſſion, as a Prieſt. For if the Kingam the P 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is Head over all things to the Church, 
was not as himſelf own'd, ef this World ; much leſs can that of his Mi 
niſters be ſo. Eph. 1. 22. John 18. 26, 

The Remedy therefore of this Inconvenience is very obvious ; and 
the Civil Magiſtrate has it in his owa Power, For ſeeing the Man 
was not, by his being ordain'd a Prieſt, diſcharg'd from his Allegiancy 

to his Sovereign, nor made leſs ſubject tp him than he was before 
the Prince has till full Power over him, to deal with him juſt as he 
would, or might, do with any other of his Subjects that was guilty of 
the like Crime; He may amerce, he may impriſon him, He may ( 
his Offence be what the Law has made capital ) condemn him to Death; 
and will be juſtify'd before God, and in his own Conſcience for ſo Do. 

ing; Nay he would be to blame if he ſhould not do fo : For he bear. 
eth not the Sword in vain ; but i*s——4a Revenger to Execute Wrath 
upon him ( whoſoever he be) that doth Evil, | 

Or put Caſe, Secondly, that the Prince takes opon him, in Virtue 0 
his Sovereign Authority, wholly to prohibit the Prieſts in the Exercile 
of chcir Miniſterial Office; that he forbids them to Preach the Goſpel with. 
in his Dominion, to Baptize any of his Subjects, to hold any Aſſemblies 
for Chriſtian Worſhip, or the like; the Cenſequence of this would be, 
that the Prieſts, the Miniſters of Feſws Chriſt, being not of Men, nei. 
ther by Man, but by Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Father who raiſed him 
from the dead, Gal. 1,1. would be ſtill bound to go on in the Doing of 
their Duty ; and if thereupon he ſhould queſtion them for their Diſobe- 
dience to his Order, it would be their Part to ſay, as the Apoſtles did 
in the like Caſe to the Rulers of the Jews, Whether it be right in 
the Sight of God to hearken. unto you more than unto God judge Je: 
A, 4. 19. And if after this he ſhould proceed tarther to puniſh them 
for it, it would then be their Duty ta bebave themſelves as the Apoſtles 
likewiſe did in that Caſe ; that is, to ſuffer meekly and quietly, the 
Confilcation of their Goods, the Impriſonment of their Perſons, or even 
Death it ſelf; and to rejoice that they were counted worthy to ſuffer — 


for the Name of Chriſt, (Ver. 41.) For if ye ſuffer for Rizhteowſneſs ond 
Jake, ſays the Apoſtle, happy are ye, and be Los . — — ey 
: neither be troubled; 1 Pet. 3. 14. And again, Let them that ſuffer accor -- No 

ding to the Will of God, commit the keeping of their Souls 0 hin. in well- Nuth. 

aing, as unto a foirhfu} Creators ( 4 19.9 Pcs 


Qr 


| | (1 3 | 
,ord Or let it be ſuppos'd farther, SE met the Prince (whether with 
up. or without a Prohibition to the lawfully ordain'd Miniſters of the Goſpel ) 
one, i ta kes upon himſelf to exerciſe their proper Office; or, by Virtue of his 
des Supreme Authority over all, to appoint others, not lavfolly ordain'd, ta 
to perform it; what would be the Conſcquence of this? And what would 
abe the Prieſt's Duty in this Caſe ? = 
cer 1 Anſwer, the Couſequence would be that (as was ſaid before) there would 
7 nofWbe a perfect Nullity in every thing that the Prince did of this Kind; and 
don che Prieſt's Duty in this Caſe would be, to remonſtrate to the Prince in the 
rebi moſt decent and reſpectful Manner, the Unlawfulneſs of ſuch his Attempt 
M. gay, and to withſtand him too, with ſuch a ſort of Force as the moſt 
Potiful Son might uſe to reſtrain and hold back bis Father from running 
nto a Fire, or falling into a Pit; as the Prieſts of the Temple did, when 
heir King went into the Temple of the Lord, to burn Incenſe, upon the 
lter of Incenſe, They went in after him, ſays the Text, and withſtood 
Uzziah the King, and ſaid unto him, it appertaineth not unte thee, ts 
burn Incenſe unto the Lord, but to the Prieſts, the Sons of Aaron, that 
pre conſecrated to burn Incenſe; Go out of the Sanctuary, for thou haſt 
reſpaſſed, neither ſhall it be for thine Honour from the Lord God. 2 Chron, 
26, 16, 17, 18, Thus much, I ſay, the Prieſts may ſay and do; But 


0 Do- f by all this the Prince will not be reſtrained from his 225.2. {pun Attempt, 
bear. know nothing more that they can lawfully do; but only to refer the 
Frau latter to the Judgment of God; who did in that Caſe of Uzz#ab ſufficient- 


y vindicate the Honour of his own Inſtitution ; and will always do ſo, in 
uch manner as to his Infinite Wiſdom ſhall ſeem beſt, 
Or Laſtly, (for I think this is the only Caſe different from the Three for- 


with · ner that can be put) let it be ſuppos'd that theſe Two Powers do direct or 
mblies rder contrary things. And here the Queſtion will be, How the People 
11d be, v ho are ſuppos d to be ſubject to both theſe Powers) ought in that Caſe to 
„ nei Nehave themſelves, And the Impoſſibility of the Peoples obſerving both 
hin heir Orders, is mightily urged as an unanſwerable Argument that there 


ing ol' be Two ſuch ladependent Powers within the ſame State or Nation. 
iſobe · ¶ But why not? Why not a Prince and a Prieſt, each acting by Commiſſi- 
, did a from God, as well as a Prince and a Father, to both whom the ſame Per- 


zht in n, as a Subject to one, and as a Son to the other, is oblig'd by the Law of 
ge ye: od to yield Obedience ? For neither does the Prince receive his Kingly 
them ower over this Perſon from tlie Father ; nor does the Father receive his 


Jpoſtles Matherly Power over him from the Prince; bur both have their ſeveral and 
y, the cſpcQive Powers over him by Divine Inſtitution; And ' tis as poſſible that 
r even e Prince and the Father ſhould order contrary things, as that the Prince 
fer— nd the Prieſt ſhould do ſo; Let them therefore who make this ſuch a 
2ouſneſt onderfal Difficulty, ſay, what the Son is to do in that Caſe, and then 
Terror, Mey will readily diſcern what the Subject is to do in this. 
 accors Nov 'tis certain that no Law of the State can wholly vacate the Fathers 
„ well- Nuthority over his Son, ſo as to make it lawful in the general for a Son 
| [ difobey his Father; and yer, the Faiber him elf being a Subject of the 
Or | Stato 


„ en 1 

state the, Exerciſe of his Paternal Power may be reſtrain'd in ſome parti- 
cular Inſtances, by the Laws of the State; fo as that it mayn't be lawful 
either for him to command, or for the Son at his Command to do, ſome 
particular things, which he, unleſs ſo reſtrain'd might lawfully have re- 
quired, and the Son, unleſs the State had forbidden them, had been bound, 


at his Father's Command, to have done. 


* - 


And the Caſe is the ſame here; The Prieſt being, as well as the Civil 
Magiſtrate, the Miniſter of God, the Civil Magiſtrate can't vacate his Com- 
Fee No Law of the State can make it lawful for the People to deny 
dr refuſe, all Obedience to their Spiritual Guides; to thoſe who (as the 
Apoſtle expreſſes it) are over them in the Lord; 1 Theſ. v. 12, for that 
would be to make void a Law of God commanding the People ro obey then 
that have the Rule over them, and *o ſubmit themſelves : Heb. 13. 17, 
But then the Miniſters of Chriſt being themſelves (no leſs than the Peo- 
ple committed to their Charge) oblig d to be ſubject to Principalities and 
Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates, (Let every Soul be ſubject to the higher 
Powers) it plainly follows, that their Power and Authority over their Peos 
ple, though, as to its Original, (that is, as "ris deriv'd immediately from from 
God) it may be ſaid to be Co- ordinate with the Magiſtrate's; yet as to theſſÞpeith: 
Exerciſe of it, in ſome Partculars, is ſubordinate thereto, and ſubject tofſÞy tl 
ſuch Regulations as are lawfully preſcrib'd thereby, 5 prom 
And therefore in a Chriſtian Kingdom or State (and I have no Occaſſou Welt. 


now to conſider any other Caſe) the Prieſt, the Mini ſter of Jeſus Chriſ 2. 
cant in Oppoſition to the Supreme Power of the Nation, lay any thing ubjec 
a Duty on the Conſciences of the People, but what he can prove to be ſyſonab! 
from chat Goſpel of Chriſt, of which he is ordain'd a Miniſter: But theſectior 
Supreme Magiſtrate's Authority, even in Religious as well as Civil Caſciulneſ; 
is more Extenſive: the proper Subject-Matter of his power is whatſoeve ue; 
God has given no Order about, one way or t' other; And every Law offiffics wh 
his is good and binding to all his Subjects, which is not contrary to a Dicknc 
vine Law. | 3 Be Ane 
So that to know whoſe Order is to be obſerv d in Caſe they ſhonld orderly on 
contrary things, the ſingle Point to be confider'd, is, whether the MatteFould 
about which they do give out different or contrary Orders be a thingÞvn H 
which the Law of God has given any Direction about, or not: For if ifſ2tion 
be, there's no Queſtion to be made, but that the Direction given about I Th 
by God himſelf is to be punctually obſery'd, whatſoever he be that orden lo! 
the contrary : And on the other Side, if it be a Matter about which thiternme 
Law of God has given no direction, there's no more Doubt to be naduch ac 
but that the Prince's Order is to be obſerv'd rather than the Prieft's ſo your 
becauſe even the Prieſt himſelf js ſubject to the Prince in all ſuch things le to 
and if he himſelf can't be juſtify'd in Diſobeying any ſach Ordeſ 3, 1 
of the State, much leſs can any Order of his juſtifie others in the li Pod in 
Diſobedience. : Peng 
And now, having ſpoken ſufficiently (as I ſuppoſe) of the Divine Inſiſnd unc 
tution of Magiſtracy ; which was the firſt Point was to ſpeak to; I ſhoviWrocur? 


proceed to ſpeak ſomewhat of the other; wiz. II. Thi 


, TH. . 0 | p ( 15 J * "I E 5 . 5 
ti: 1. The gractous Deſign of its Inſtitution; He is the Miniſter of Go © © 
ful ts thee for Good, 1 | 

And here it would be eaſy, if I had now Time for it, to ſhew, both that 
the Good of the People was the Defign of God in his Appointment of 
Magiſtrates ; and alſo that this Defign of God is very well anſwer'd ; that 
it is indeed much for the Peoples Good that they are thus put in Subjecti 
on to the Power of the magiſtrates; that they do indeed lead their Lives 
here more quietly and comfortably under the reſtraint of Government, 


Om - N 
Jeny than they could poſſibly do without it, in Caſe (and that would be 
5 the che Caſe then ) every Man might do what was right in his own Eyes. 


And from tlie Conſideratiap of both theſe things it would be caſy to 
ſhew, by way of Inference, both the Magiſtrate's and the Subjects Duty, 
vith Regard to each other. For 0 


„17. 1 | 
* 1. If the Magiſtrate was ordain'd for the Good of the People, and this 
nas the Deſign of God in appointing him to his high Office; then this alſo 
ighe! Pught to be his Deſign in the Adminiſtration and Execution of ir, It muſt 
peo needs therefore be his Duty, to the utmoſt of his Power, to defend them 


rom violence, to protect them in their Rights, to preſerve them in Peace; 
either to oppreſs them himſelf, nor to ſuffer them to be oppreſs d 
by thoſe that are put in Authority under him; And, in a Word, to 
romote-all the Ways he can, both \thgr Spiritual and their Temporal * 
eltare. „ | * 


2. If it be for the Good of the People themſelves that they are put in 


ningayſPubjction to Magiſtrates, then it is plainly their Duty, and a very re- 
o be H onable one too, to be contented and well pleas'd with their Lot of Sub- * 

zut theflction : And not only ſo, but hkewiſe with all Willingneſs and Cheer- : 
CaſciFulncſs to yield ſuch Obedience and Submiſſion to their Governours as is a 
t ſoeyei ue; and to make them the beſt Returns they are able for the great Bene- 

Law offi:s which they: receive from their Care and Labour, by a moſt thankful 

a Daſcknowledgement of the ſame. 6 ” 


And if I was ſpeaking to this Point, in any other Place but this, eſpeci- 


dord ly on this Day of Your Majeſty's happy Accerſion to your Throne, it 
Matte would be an nnpardonable Omiſſion not to take particular motice of our 
a thinf@dvn Happineſs in this preſent Reign; or not to ſhew the manifold Obli- 


W2tion that we and all your Majeſty's Subjects are under, both ro'acceptwith 
|! Thinkfalneſs the many and great Benefits we receive from, and have 
ow long enjoy'd under, your Majeſty's moſt gracious and auſpiciousGo- 
Scrnment, and alſo. to make the beſt Returns we can for the ſame, in 
Nach a dutiful Reſpe@ to your Majeſty's Perſon, and ſuch a willing Obedience 
's Wo your Majeſty's Commands; as are fit to be paid by the molt obliged Peo- 


things ple to the beſt of Princes. Eee fl 
Ordelſ 3, Lafily ; The good of the» People being the chief thing deſign d by 
he likWod in his Inſtitution of Government; and it being alſo what, by God's 
| Bicffing on his own Inſtitution, is always (even under the worſt conſtituted, 
ne InfiÞnd under the worſt manag'd Government) in good Meaſure and Degree 
rrocur'd thereby; mult it needs be farcher incumbent on Subjects, in Conſi- 


dcratiun 


S# geration of be Benefits they receive from the Magiſtrate's Care and Pro- 


for thisgreat Bleſſing ; becauſe in truth it is from God, as the Fountain, 


(16 ) 
tection; above all things to return their hearty Thanks to Almighty Gol 


that all good things do come; by whoſoever Hand, or by whatſoever 
means, they are convey'd to Men; and likewiſe to put up conſtantly ther 
humble Petitions to the ſame Almighty Being, for the Continuance of thi 
Bleſſing; becauſe, as Solomon ſays, The King's heart is in the Hand ff 
the Lord, as the Rivers of Water; He turueth it whitherſdever he wil, 
Prov, 21. 1. And to both theſe Duties we are exhorted by the Apo 


1 Tim, 2. 1. Iexbort . that firſt of all, Slipplications, Prayers, Inter. 


ceſſons and Giving of Thanks be made for. Kings and for all that art 
un. Authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceably Life in all Godlindy 
and Honeſty. * | 8 65 | 

But I have not Time now to proſecute theſe Points, nor ſo much as to} 
mention ſeyeral other things which might be uſctully obſerv*d and ſpoket 
to upon this Occaſion, F | 

I ſhall therefore conclude all with a good Collect of our Church; eon 
taining,” I think, the moſt proper Application I could make of this who 


Diſcourſe, 


Almighty God, whoſe Kingdom is everlaſting and Power infinite; Hau 
Mercy upon the whole Church; and ſo rule the Heart of thy choſe] 
Serwant ANNE our Queen and Governour, that She (knowing 
whoſe Miniſter ſpe is) may above all things ſee thy Honour a 
Glory; and that we and all her Subjects, (duely confedering hol. 

Authority ſhe hath) may faithfully ſer us, honour, and humbly ob 
her, in thee, and for the according to thy bleſſed Mord and O7 
dinance; * Chriſt our Lord, wha with thee and the Huh 
Ghoſt liveth reigueth ever One God, World without End, 


Amea, | 
5 
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